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Quranic discourse stands as a profound linguistic
and rhetorical masterpiece, characterized by its
unique stylistic features that ensure coherence and
clarity. One of the most remarkable aspects of the
Quranic text is its use of cohesive devices, linguistic
elements that establish connections between parts of
the text, creating a seamless flow of ideas and
facilitating comprehension. These cohesive devices
play a critical role in maintaining the internal unity
of the text and enhancing its eloquence. They
include conjunctions, pronouns, repetition, ellipses,
and parallel structures, all of which contribute to the
overall coherence and persuasiveness of the Quranic
message. By investigating these cohesive elements,
this study seeks to uncover how they function within
the Quranic text, providing an understanding of the
text's linguistic artistry. Through the lens of
linguistic and rhetorical analysis, this research
emphasises the importance of cohesion in the
Quran, not only as a stylistic device but also as a
mechanism for effectively communicating its divine
message.

Keywords: Arabic Linguistics, Cohesive Devices,
Quranic Discourse, Quranic Linguistics, Text
Linguistics.
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Introduction

Cohesive devices, also known as cohesive
ties, are integral elements of any coherent text.
These linguistic tools ensure that sentences and
ideas are logically connected, preventing
fragmentation of meaning and allowing the reader
to follow a smooth flow of thought. In the Quran,
cohesive devices are not just a mechanism for
maintaining logical structure; they are also pivotal
to the Quran’s persuasive power and rhetorical
eloquence. These devices are employed in diverse
forms, ranging from syntactical elements like
conjunctions to the repetition of key themes and
words. The study of cohesion in the Quran is a
nuanced exploration of both linguistic structure and
rhetorical intent, as these elements contribute to the
divine message's clarity, effectiveness, and

emotional impact (Abdul-Raof, 2019).

The importance of cohesion in text
organization is highlighted by Graddol, Cheshire,
and Swann (2005), who assert that cohesion is what
transforms a random collection of sentences into a
unified text. The Quran exemplifies this
transformation by seamlessly integrating Quranic
teachings and narratives through the use of
cohesive devices, amongst a multitude of linguistic
forms and processes. The present paper aims to
explore the role of these devices within the Quran,
offering insights into how linguistic features
contribute to the overall coherence of the text. The
study focuses on both intra-sentential and inter-

sentential devices, exploring how these tools create

logical connections and emphasise thematic

elements in the Quranic narrative.

Cohesive devices in the Quran are not only
functional but are also employed with an acute
awareness of style and rhythm. The intentional
repetition of words or phrases, the strategic use of
conjunctions, and the balanced symmetry in
parallel structures all serve to reinforce the Quran's
message, making it both aesthetically pleasing and
intellectually compelling. This paper enquires into
the distinct features of cohesion in the Quran,
shedding light on how these devices contribute to
the clarity, impact, and memorability of the sacred

text.

Literature Review

The study of cohesion in texts has been a
prominent area of research, particularly in relation
to how language functions to create unity and
coherence. Considering cohesion as part of the
system of the language, Halliday and Hasan (1976)
were among the pioneers in defining and
categorising cohesive devices, establishing a
framework that distinguished between lexical and
grammatical cohesion (p. 5). Their work has been
instrumental in shaping how cohesion is understood
across various genres and languages. In the context
of the Quran, cohesion has been explored as a
multifaceted tool not only for linguistic clarity but
also for reinforcing the text's rhetorical power

(Abdul-Raof, 2019).
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Recent studies, such as that by Kamil
(2024), highlighted the Quran's use of cohesive
devices to maintain narrative continuity and
enhance thematic emphasis. These devices,
including conjunctions and ellipsis, work together
to integrate distinct Quranic teachings into a unified
whole. Furthermore, the Quran's use of parallelism
and repetition serves not only to reinforce the
message but also to engage the listener or reader in
a deeper emotional and intellectual experience
(Aboamro and Rizapoor, 2023).

More recent studies have focused on the
nuanced interplay between cohesion and style. Al-
Sa'di (2005) examined how the Quran's cohesive
strategies contribute to its literary excellence and
persuasive rhetoric. According to his analysis, the
Quran's cohesive structures are meticulously
crafted, with each element contributing to both the
aesthetic thythm and the persuasive force of the
text. This attention to linguistic detail is integral to
understanding the Quran's impact as a sacred and
rhetorical document.

While cohesion in the Quran has received
significant attention, scholars like Graddol,
Cheshire, and Swann (2005) have pointed out that
cohesion is not merely a linguistic feature but a key
component in transforming a text into a coherent,
unified discourse. This idea is particularly
applicable to the Quran, where cohesion not only
ties together individual sentences and verses but

also enables the transmission of complex

theological and moral teachings in a way that
resonates across time and culture.

Thus, the literature underscores the
importance of cohesive devices in enhancing the
Quran’s linguistic and rhetorical power, illustrating
how these tools function not only to organize
meaning but also to elevate the text’s divine
message. This paper builds on these findings by
further exploring the specific cohesive strategies
employed within the Quran and their role in

reinforcing the text’s coherence and impact.

Cohesive Devices in Quranic Discourse

The Quran employs a wide range of
cohesive devices that interlink its verses, surahs,
and ideas. These devices are fundamental in
ensuring the cohesion of the Quranic discourse,
making the text coherent and easy to follow, while

also enhancing its stylistic and rhetorical qualities.

1. Intra-sentential Cohesive Devices
Intra-sentential cohesive devices operate within

individual sentences to link different elements

together, ensuring internal coherence. These

devices include:

Conjunctions: Conjunctions are crucial in
linking clauses and phrases within
sentences. In the Quran, conjunctions such
as "wa" (and), "laakin" (but), "fa" (so), and
"aw" (or) are frequently used to connect

ideas and clauses. For example, in Surah Al-
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Imran (3:51) "Surely Allah is my Lord and
your Lord. So, worship Him alone", 4 ()
(e Dol ja 134 o0eld o5 ) s the
conjunction "fa" (so) here creates a cause-
effect relationship between clauses,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of
ideas. More specifically, the cohesive
device "so" links ideas and helps the text
maintain logical continuity, showing that
the second clause follows as a consequence

of the first.

Subordinating Conjunctions: Words like
"idha" (when), "an" (that), "in" (if), and
"kama" (just as) are used to link main and
subordinate clauses, clarifying relationships
between different parts of a sentence. These
subordinators  help  in  structuring
conditional,  temporal, and  causal
relationships within the text. An example of
this is found in Surah Al-Bagarah (2:183):
"O believers! Fasting is prescribed for you -
as it was for those before you -so perhaps
you will become mindful of Allah" (el
Oo ol Slo (S LS alpall ale S sl ol
058 aSlal S18)  Herein, "kama" (just as)
works to link clauses in a way that clarifies
relationships through comparison, making
the sentence more cohesive and easier to

understand.

Pronouns: Pronouns in the Quran are

employed to link back to antecedents,

ensuring that the narrative remains
coherent. For instance, the use of "He"
(huwa), "We" (nahnu), and "They" (hum)
ties the text back to Allah, the believers, or
disbelievers, facilitating a smooth flow of
ideas. The pronouns used in the Quran also
serve to create a sense of continuity,
reinforcing the narrative's direction and
focus. For instance, "We" (nahnu) referring
to Allah the Almighty is found in Surah Al-
Anaam (6:151) "Say: Come, I will recite
what your Lord has prohibited to you. [He
commands] that you not associate anything
with Him, and to parents, good treatment,
and do not kill your children out of poverty;
We will provide for you and them. And do
not approach immoralities — what is
apparent of them and what is concealed.
And do not kill the soul which Allah has
forbidden [to be killed] except by [legal]
right. This has He instructed you that you
may use reason". (aSale aSs;aa Lo il 1 5las (8
PS5 1 gk Y 5 Ulasa) all s Lindh 4 1S 55 Y
el Lo il gl |5 5 5 sl 5 16 5 55 (i 55l (00
2SI 3l )l o s ) Gl 51 Y 5 (5l Lo g g
Oslini oSlal 4 aSlas) "Nahnu" (we) here
serves as a key cohesive device that links
the subject of the sentence to the rest of the
actions, ensuring clarity and coherence in

the text.

Ellipsis: Ellipsis, the omission of words that

can be inferred from the context, helps to
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maintain the text's economy and flow. In the
Quran, ellipses are wused to avoid
redundancy, while relying on the reader’s or
listener’s ability to infer meaning from the
surrounding context. This technique also
adds to the eloquence of the text by allowing
for brevity without losing clarity. Consider,
for instance, Surah As-Saffat (Quran: 37-
176), " Do they really wish to hasten Our
punishment?" (& stasion Ll2edl), Ellipsis here
in Allah's address to the disbelievers is a
powerful cohesive device that creates more
fluid and natural communication and keeps
the flow of ideas intact, making the text

more concise and easier to follow.

Lexical Cohesion: Lexical cohesion is the
use of words and phrases that are
semantically related, such as synonyms,
antonyms, repetitions, or superordinate
terms. This kind of cohesion creates a sense
of unity in the text, enhancing both clarity
and readability. In the Quran, lexical
cohesion is often seen in the use of different
epithets of Allah, such as "Ar-Rahman"
(The Most Compassionate) and "Ar-Rahim"
(The Most Merciful). These words, while
distinct in meaning, are related thematically
and reinforce key concepts throughout the
text. Consider Surah Al-Bagrah (Quran: 2-
163), "Your God is only One God. There is
no god worthy of worship except Him -the

Most Compassionate, Most Merciful".
(p )V a8 WAl Y aal s Al Se) ). Here,
lexical cohesion helps to maintain focus on

a central idea: monotheism.

2. Inter-sentential Cohesive Devices
Inter-sentential cohesive devices function
across sentences and sections, creating connections
that maintain the continuity of thought and
narrative across larger segments of the text. These
include:
Conjunctions: As with intra-sentential
conjunctions, inter-sentential conjunctions
help link entire sentences. For insance, the
conjunctions "bala" (indeed) and "fa"
(therefore) are used to create logical
relationships between sentences, guiding
the reader through shifts in argumentation
or narrative. An illustrative example of this
type of cohesion can be found in Surah Al-
Bagarah (2:112), which states: "Indeed.
Whoever submits themselves to Allah and
does good will have their reward with their
Lord. And there will be no fear for them, nor
will they grieve". sa5 4 4gas alal e L)
a Vs agle Gisd Vs 4, die ol alh (s
O a2). This ayah exemplifies how "bala"
emphasises the truth of the statement that
follows, while "fa" highlights the
consequence of the actions described. The
ayah unequivocally calls for submission to

the Almighty and reaffirms that those who
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adhere to this path will be rewarded by
Allah. Moreover, it offers a promise of
peace and security, making it clear that such
individuals will be free from fear and grief.
This combination of logical connection and
spiritual affirmation is a key aspect of the
ayah's impact, as it encourages believers to

trust in divine justice and mercy.

Transition Words/Phrases: Phrases such
as "wa itha" (and when) are frequently
employed in the Quran to signal transitions
within the narrative, helping to guide the
reader through shifts in topic, provide
further elaboration, or highlight a
contrasting point. These transitional devices
serve as markers that facilitate the logical
flow of the text, allowing for smooth
progression between different ideas or
themes. The conjunction "wa" (and), in
particular, plays a significant role in
establishing a cohesive and uninterrupted
flow between verses, often used to link
theological, moral, or ethical concepts. For
instance, in Surah Al-Baqarah (2:186), the
verse states: "And when My servants ask
you about Me: I am truly near. I respond to
one’s prayer when they call upon Me. So let
them respond with obedience to Me and
believe in Me, perhaps they will be guided
to the right path". Q4 Je gbe &l 135)
siasaly ) smaianls (e 13) ¢ 1ol 5 520 Caad cy 8
O aelal ). Here, the phrase "wa itha"

introduces a shift to a new topic, namely, the
intimate connection between Allah and His
servants. The use of "wa" seamlessly
connects the idea of divine proximity with
the promise of a responsive answer to
prayer. The transition between the divine
reassurance and the command for believers
to respond with obedience is handled
smoothly, underlining the reciprocal
relationship between the Creator and the

believer.

Repetition: One of the most striking
features of Quranic cohesion is the strategic
repetition of words, phrases, or themes. This
repetition is not simply a stylistic choice but
a deliberate rhetorical device that reinforces
key concepts and ensures their prominence
within the text. The recurring phrase
"Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim" (In the
name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful) serves both as an invocation of
divine attributes and a means of ensuring
thematic cohesion across surahs. Consider
for instance: " It is from Solomon, and it
reads: In the Name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful" (Surah An-
Naml, Quran 27:30) (&) s 43} 5 Glades (e 43
ax W Gas Iy, Here, the phrase underscores
the divine authority behind Solomon’s
message and further establishes the
connection between the material world and

the spiritual truth that Solomon represents.



éﬂd#@iﬂ\u&ﬂ\@@\ﬂu&ﬂ\@\}a\d};

22025 sie el 3 23all 13 aladl) Ll asball ) s daals e

The inclusion of "Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-
Rahim" in such a  significant
communication highlights the centrality of
divine guidance in all matters, not just those
of personal devotion but in governing and
leadership. In this way, the repetition of this
phrase throughout the Quran functions as a
thematic thread, weaving together various
narratives and reinforcing the principal
message of divine mercy and grace,
ensuring that the reader remains cognisant

of these qualities as they navigate through

different teachings and stories.

Anaphora and Cataphora: Anaphora
refers to the repetition of a word or phrase
at the beginning of successive clauses or
verses, while cataphora refers to a reference
that anticipates something mentioned later.
Both techniques are used to create a sense
of unity and anticipation, driving the
reader's focus toward key ideas that will be
expanded upon later in the text. An example
of anaphora is found in Surah Al-Qiyamah
(Quran 75: 34-35): "Woe to you. And then
woe to you. Again, woe to you. And then
woe to you" (st <l o &5 ¢ e el ),
This repeated phrasing emphasizes the
severity of the warning being issued, with
each repetition heightening the urgency and
seriousness of the message. The repetition

of "woe" not only serves as a powerful

rhetorical device but also reinforces the
gravity of the consequences being
described. The anaphoric repetition ensures
that the reader remains focused on the
impending judgment, drawing them into a
deeper engagement with the text and the
dire implications of ignoring the message.

Parallelism: Parallel structures are
pervasive in the Quran, where ideas are
presented in grammatically balanced forms.
This not only enhances the aesthetic quality
of the text but also emphasises the
equivalence or contrast between the ideas
being presented. In Surah Al-Ikhlas (112),
for example, the parallel structure of the
verse ("Say, He is Allah, [Who is] One;
Allah, the Eternal Refuge...") creates both
rhythm and thematic coherence, reinforcing

the central tenet of monotheism.

3. Repetition

Repetition in the Quran serves several
important functions, from reinforcing central
themes to establishing rhythm. The repetition of
certain words or phrases, such as "Alhamdulillah"
(Praise be to Allah) and "Qul" (Say), not only
emphasises their significance but also creates a
sense of unity and cohesion throughout the text.
The frequent recurrence of these key terms helps
anchor the reader’s focus on the core messages of

the Quran, ensuring that these themes remain at the



M\ Jaldl) dana [PYEN

22025 sie el 3 23all 13 aladl) Ll asball ) s daals e

forefront of the discourse.

4. Pronouns and Conjunctions

Pronouns and conjunctions in the Quran
help establish reference links within and across
sentences, facilitating the smooth progression of
ideas. The strategic placement of pronouns ensures
that the message remains clear, while conjunctions
help connect different themes and ideas,
contributing to the text's overall coherence. For
instance, the use of pronouns like "He" (referring to
Allah) or "We" (referring to the divine speaker)
consistently ties back to the central theological

themes of the Quran.

Roles of Cohesive Devices

While cohesive devices are primarily
understood as tools for linguistic and rhetorical
clarity, their role in the theological and ethical
messaging of the Quran cannot be underestimated.
The Quran is not merely a collection of ideas; it is
a divinely orchestrated text aimed at guiding
humanity. The use of cohesive devices helps
convey the divine message with precision and
clarity, reinforcing key theological concepts such as
monotheism (Tawhid), prophethood (Nubuwwah),
and the Day of Judgment (Yawm al-Qiyamah).

1. Cohesion and Divine Unity (Tawhid)
Repetition, especially the recurring use of

the phrase "Allah" and the repetition of divine

attributes, reinforces the central theological concept

of monotheism. The Quran employs cohesive

devices to emphasize the oneness of God,
connecting diverse references to Allah throughout
the text. For example, the recurring phrase "Say, He
is Allah, [Who is] One" (2| 4 s J8) in Surah Al-
Ikhlas (112) employs both repetition and
parallelism to solidify the Quran's central message
about the uniqueness of God. The repetition of "He
is Allah" not only serves as a linguistic tool but also

as a vehicle for reinforcing theological clarity.

2. Cohesion in Moral and Ethical Instruction
Pronouns and conjunctions also play a
crucial role in moral and ethical instruction. The
Quran frequently uses pronouns like "we," "they,"
and "you" to directly address the audience, guide
their actions, and provide moral examples. For
instance, in Surah Al-Baqarah (2:44), the pronoun
"you" is used to admonish the followers of Moses
(Musa), reminding them of their covenant with
God. (pSas Ll Baas il 5 Ly ) 5ial ). These cohesive
devices establish a direct relationship between the
reader (or listener) and the message being
conveyed. It calls them to action, reminding them
of their responsibilities in their relationship with
God, and encourages them to recognise the truth in

the new revelation.

3. Cohesion in Narratives of Prophets and
Nations

The Quran uses cohesive devices to connect
the stories of different prophets (Anbiya) and
nations (Umam). These narratives are often

presented in a similar structural format, which helps
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maintain thematic coherence and continuity. The
frequent use of phrases like "And We sent..." (wa-
arsalna) followed by a prophet's name helps link the
stories of each prophet to the broader narrative of
divine guidance. This repetition serves to unite the
various stories under a single theme: the persistence
of divine truth despite human disobedience.
Stylistic Considerations

Quran is not only a theological and moral
guide but also a linguistic masterpiece. The use of
cohesive devices enhances the aesthetic beauty of
the Quranic text, contributing to its communicative
flow and profound impact on listeners. The Quran’s
eloquence is central to its power, and cohesion
plays a key role in this regard. This unity of form
and content in the Quran ensures that the Quranic
text is a cohesive whole where each ayah supports
and strengthens the other.

Cohesion in the Quran is not limited to
grammatical structures but extends to the thematic
and rhetorical levels as well. It provides a sense of
continuity, guiding the reader/listener through a
journey of reflection and understanding, and
demonstrating the Quran's mastery of structural
cohesion. This not only reinforces the central
messages but also ensures that the reader/listener is
constantly reminded of the overarching themes of
faith, justice, mercy, and guidance, amongst others.
Thus, cohesion in the Quran is more than a stylistic
feature; it is essential to its function as a divine
message. The seamless flow of ideas and the subtle

interconnections between its parts magnify the

Quran’s impact, turning it into an unparalleled

linguistic masterpiece.

Future Research Directions

The study of cohesive devices in the Quranic
discourse is a dynamic field with much room for
further exploration. Future research could take

several directions:

1. Cross-linguistic Studies: Investigating
how cohesive devices in the Quran translate
into different languages and their impact on
the text’s meaning could shed light on the
universality and adaptability of the Quranic
message.

2. Pragmatic Approaches: Exploring the
pragmatic functions of cohesive devices in
the Quran—how these devices influence the
interpretation of specific ayahs or
passages—would provide insights into how
meaning is constructed in context.

3. Computational Analysis: The use of
modern computational methods to analyse
large corpora of Quranic text could allow
for a more systematic and quantitative
exploration of the use of cohesive devices,
uncovering patterns that might not be
immediately apparent through traditional
analysis.

4. Intertextuality: Further research could
explore how the cohesive devices in the

Quran interact with those found in Hadith
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literature and other Islamic texts, examining
the broader intertextual relationships that

help frame the Quran's message.

Concluding Remarks

In conclusion, the analysis of cohesive
devices in the Quranic discourse reveals a text that
is both linguistically unparalleled and rhetorically
powerful. The Quran employs a wide array of
cohesive elements, including repetition, pronouns,
conjunctions, parallelism and ellipses, all of which
contribute to its coherence and persuasive strength.
These devices not only facilitate the smooth flow of
ideas but also enhance the emotional and
intellectual impact of the message. Through this
exploration, it becomes clear that the cohesion
within the Quran is a key factor in its enduring

power and relevance.

Building upon pragmatics and discourse
analysis, this paper contributes to the expanding
scholarly discourse surrounding Quranic Arabic
and its unique discourse features. A deeper
exploration of focus, coherence, and other linguistic
features within the Quranic text is not only valuable
for advancing our understanding of Quranic Arabic
but also essential for bridging traditional
interpretations with  contemporary linguistic
theories, particularly those drawn from modern
European frameworks. Future studies could
prioritise this intersection to offer richer insights
into the distinctive discourse characteristics of

Quranic Arabic.
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