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Abstract: . it

This study seeks to analyze the performative strategies of the
Chess poem, a panegyric by Abu al-Qasim al-Za‘farani,
narrated by al-Tha‘alibi and addressed to the Buyid emir
‘Adud al-Dawlah. The study intends to explore the
performative aspect behind employing a play theme, chess,
and its artistic effects on negotiating the poetic discourse
within the context of Ritual of Exchange between patrons and
poets. It begins by investigating chess and Nard in its
encyclopedia of semiotics within classical Arabic culture,
then moves to discuss the poem’s complex background and
ultimately analyzes its performativity. I contend the poem
successfully completes the ritual of exchange by legitimizing
the ruler as the sovereignty protector of the Abbasid caliphate
while engaging at the same time in negotiating the Buyid
social hierarchy. In addition, the study suggests a semiotic
reading for the chess game inside the poem as a multi-layer
symbol that serves politically, ideologically, and poetically
the panegyric purpose of the poem and its negotiating
objective. I relied on different critical approaches, mainly
Suzanne Stetkevych’s to classical Arabic panegyric poem as a
rigorous ritual of negotiation and exchange, in addition to the
semiotics of Peirce and Eco in analyzing the symbolism of
chess, alongside some applications from semiotic
structuralism like the Actantial model and mise en Abys in
addition to Huizinga and Duflo’s analysis of the philosophy
of play.
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